International Philatelic Exhibition: Cape Town, 8-12 Nov. 2022
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Covid: what next?
Just when we thought things might return to normal…
The discovery of the new Omicron variant by South African scientists is obviously a blow to
everyone worldwide, who loves international travel. Given what happened after the
discovery of the Delta variant, it is not surprising that governments have reacted fast. But it’s
early days. Though caution is warranted; we shall only know in the next few weeks how
serious this new variant is.
In the meantime, we cannot just stop all planning for the International exhibition in Cape
Town. Our dates remain 8-12 November, 2022. Welcome to our second newsletter. In this
edition you will find the following:
1. IPEX Cape Town: venue, accommodation, dates to diarize
2. Philatelic Showcase: South Africa’s most valuable stamps
3. Tourism in the Western Cape: the Cape winelands
IPEX Cape Town, November 2022: venue, accommodation, dates to diarize
The steering committee for IPEX Cape Town approached the FIP a while ago for new dates.
After some debate, we settled on 8-12 November 2022. This makes the International
Philatelic Exhibition for Cape Town, one of seven FIP events planned for next year. The
theme for the show is still ‘Road to Democracy’.
You will find everything that you need to know about the Exhibition on our official website:
www.capetown2022.org. The venue for the show remains the world-class Cape Town
International Convention Centre (https://www.cticc.co.za/). The Cullinan, within walking
distance of the CTICC, is the official exhibit hotel. Here are the new dates for your diary:
1. 15 May 2022: all entry forms to be received by commissioners

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

31 May 2022: all entries sent by National Commissioners to Commissioner General
30 June 2022: National Commissioners advised of entries accepted for exhibition
30 July 2022: National Commissioners to have advised successful entrants
15 September 2022: Deadline for revisions to entry sheets
31 August 2022: Deadline for jury selection
30 September 2022: Deadline for payment of invoices
8 November 2022: exhibition opens
12 November 2022: exhibition closes

Philatelic Showcase: South Africa’s most valuable stamps on an envelope
Our first newsletter highlighted the historically important letter written by Nelson Mandela
from Victor Verster prison on 29th December, 1984. In this, our second newsletter, we
highlight South Africa’s most valuable philatelic item: an envelope with four 1d Cape of
Good Hope wood-blocks on cover.
i). The first stamps issued in Southern Africa
The Cape of Good Hope became a British Colony in 1814. On 1 September 1853, it became
the first territory in Southern Africa to issue postage stamps. The stamps quickly became
quite well-known because of their unusual shapes. They were the world’s first triangular
stamps.

Unused examples of the Cape of Good Hope triangular 1d and 4d.
Images courtesy of Corinphila

The stamps were printed in London by Perkins, Bacon (the same company that printed the
world’s first stamp, the 1d black); and the engraver was William Humphrys. They came in
two denominations: 1d blue for newspapers; and 4d red for local postage. The reason for the
triangular shape is unknown, but historians speculate that it was inspired by the triangular
obliterator introduced by the Cape revenue department in 1839.
ii). The role of the Cape Triangulars in the early history of Stanley Gibbons
Stanley Gibbons & Co. is the oldest philatelic dealer in the
world. It started in 1856 when the 16 year-old Stanley
Gibbons, was allowed to open a stamp-dealing counter in his
father’s pharmacy in Plymouth. The business quickly took
off; so that by the late 1850’s stamp dealing had become
more lucrative than the pharmacy. Gibbons opened new
offices and sold the pharmacy to focus on stamps.
Few people are aware that Cape triangulars played a pivotal
role in the early success of the business. In 1863, Gibbons was offered what he himself called

‘one of the greatest deals’ of his life. Two sailors walked into the store with a sack containing
thousands of Cape triangulars. They had won the stamps in a one shilling raffle while on
shore leave in Cape Town. Gibbons paid £5 for the stamps; and rapidly sold them on for £500
– a 9,900% profit. One shilling became £5 became £500. Not bad for triangular pieces of
paper. Gibbons’ luck was celebrated in an engraved picture which you can still find on the
Gibbons website (www.stanleygibbons.com/about-us/history).
iii). South Africa’s most valuable stamps – the wood-block Triangulars
In February1861 a shipment of the triangulars from London went missing. This led to a
shortage of the stamps. Quite crude looking substitutes were hastily engraved on steel plates
in Cape Town by Charles Roberts. They were printed by Saul Solomon & Co. using the
stereotype method that they had recently
started using to print the local
newspaper, the Cape Times.
Stereotyping involved the assembly of
original elements (e.g. lead type), into a
page from which a mould would be
created using a cheap, soft material (e.g.
papier-mache). Metal would then be
poured into the mould to create a plate
A used copy of the 4d Cape wood-block error of colour. The
for printing. The method was rapidly
stamp should have been blue. Image courtesy of Corinphila.
adopted by newspapers worldwide
because the movable type could be reused endlessly to create new, soft moulds for pages;
and once printed, the metal plate for each page, could be melted and reused.
In the case of the stamps, Roberts would have engraved a single die in steel for each stamp.
Based on the original plates in the archives of the S. A. museum, the dies were then used to
create mini-plates of just two stamps. Roberts treated these mini-plates like bits of moveable
type. From these he created the moulds that were then used to create the metal plates for
printing. According to archival records, the stamps were printed in sheets of 28, 120, and
128. This suggests that he may have had up to 64 platelets of each stamp. Errors of colour
(like that pictured above), arose when the plate for the wrong denomination was used by
mistake as part of a sheet. These errors are among South Africa’s most valuable stamps. The
example pictured here was sold by Corinphila in Zurich for about R1 million (SF 65 000).
The most valuable items in all of Southern African philately however, are the two woodblock items pictured below. The first is the famous 4d blue ‘tete-beche’ pair, discovered by
H. R. Harmer in 1930. ‘Tete-beche’ is
French for ‘head-to-tail’. It involves a
pair of stamps that has been printed in an
odd orientation. In this case, the sides
with the word ‘postage’ should have been
next to each other. In other words, the
stamp on the right should have been
upright. Instead, like its partner on the
left, it is upside down. This is the only
d
pair known in the 4 denomination. None are known in the 1d denomination.

The second item is a wonderful envelope for a letter that was sent in the Cape of Good Hope
to Grahamstown. At the time, postage for a regular letter to Grahamstown cost 4d. In this
case, the sender used a block of four 1d stamps to pay for the postage.

An envelope for a letter sent to Grahamstown which was then part of the Cape of Good
Hope. A block of four of the 1d woodblocks pays the 4d postage for a regular letter.

It is difficult to put a contemporary value on these items. Both are unique and neither has
been seen on auction for a very long time. The tete-beche pair realized $46,750 (including
the buyer’s premium) the last time it was sold. The cover was last seen offered for $1 million
in 1998.
Tourism in the Western Cape: the Cape winelands
For those who love food and wine, good weather and beautiful scenery, there are not many
experiences that beat a visit to the Cape winelands in summer. No other wine region
combines all four elements so perfectly: great wine, great food; and natural beauty in perfect
weather.
Wine making in South Africa has deep historical roots. In the 18th and 19th centuries, the
fabled ‘Grand Constance’ made at Groot Constantia, the farm established by Simon van der
Stel in 1685, was the drink of the kings and queens of Europe. More recently, in 2015, the
estate’s Chardonnay was
voted the best in the world
at a ‘Chardonnay du
Monde’ tasting in France.

Groot Constantia: the original homestead, now a museum. The large
functional modern cellar is behind the trees on the right.

Philoxera devastated the
vineyards and the industry
in the late 1800’s, but the
last 50 years have seen a
remarkable
renaissance.
Introducing his annual
report on the wines of the
Western Cape in 2021, the

British master of wine, Tim Atkins, had this to say: “No other wine industry has made such
strides, no other wine industry possesses such energy or excitement.” And writing about the
Chenin Blancs of the Cape he had this to say: “The Cape has eclipsed the Loire Valley as the
source of the majority of the planet’s best dry Chenin Blancs.”

As in many parts of the world, many of the Cape wine-estates include restaurants. This picture
comes from the Guardian Peak wine estate. Image courtesy of www.wosa.za/Gallery.
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